By State Suggested 


By ROGER PUSEY 
Deseret News Staff Writer 


‘The Wasatch Mountain Rail- 
way Co. believes the best way 
to dispose of the right-of-way 
for the “Heber Creeper” train 
is to have the Utah Division of 
Parks and Recreation pur- 
chase it. 


Lowe Ashton, company 
president, made this proposal 
Tuesday to Harold J. Tippetts, 
division director, Marvin 
Jensen, assistant director, 
James Moyle, chairman of 
the Parks and Recreation 
Board, and Gordon Harmston, 
executive director, Utah De- 
partment of Natural Re- 
sources. 


Ashton suggested the park 
agency purchase the right- 
of-way from the State Road 
Commission and issue a lease 
to his company to run the 
Heber Creeper from Wildwood 
near Bridal Veil Falls: in 
Provo Canyon to Heber City 
as a tourist attraction. 

The State Road Commission 
acquired the railroad right- 
of-way from the Denver and 
Rio Grande Western Railway 
for $264,000 with the possibili- 
ty of building a high-speed 
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highway around the west and 
north portion of Deer Creek 
Reservoir. 

The road presently crosses 
Deer Creek Dam and goes to 
Heber City via the south and 
east portions of the reservoir. 

Tippetts explained that as 
of Jan. 1 the Utah Division of 
Parks and Recreation signed 
an agreement with the Provo 
River Water Uses Association 
and Bureau of Reclamation to 


administer the recreation on 
and around Deer Creek Res- 
ervoir, 

A high-speed highway on 
the west and north sections 
would make access to the res- 
ervoir from Wasatch Moun- 
tain State Park difficult, 

Moyle feels the state should 
have ownership of the rail- 
road right-of-way rather than 
a private corporation as has 
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been suggested. Tippetts said 
the most desirable place for a 
boat ramp is on the west side 
of the reservoir, 


Ashton said having a high- 
speed highway around the 
entire reservoir would ruin 


the environmental qualities of | 


He suggested the lease 
agreement to operate the rail- 
road contain a provision that 
the purchase price of the 
right-of-way would be paid 
back by the railway company 
through revenue. 


Ashton said he having prob-. 


ties plus the land are security 
for the investment because 
the salvage value of them in 
case the company went bank- 
rupt would be nearly equal to 
the purchase price, 


In any event, in connection 
with Statehood Week, the 
“Heber Creeper” will make a 
trip from Sundance Ski Resort 
in Provo Canyon to Heber 
City Saturday at 9 a.m. Only 
invited guests will ride. 


At noon in Heber City, the 
“Creeper” will leave—for a 
trip down the canyon and 
back that will be free to the 
public, Ashton said. There 
will also be snow machine rid- 
ing, cutter races, gliders soar- 
ing overhead and other winter 
activities for the public. 

Ashton said he is having 
problems keeping engine 618 
ready for the run in freezing 


temperatures. He said it has | 


been at least 20 degrees below 
zero for five straight days in 
Heber Valley. 


“We have gone through 


20,000 gallons of water in the 
steam engine and nearly 20 
tons of coal, but we are defi- 
nitely going to run Saturday. 
We will thaw out the steam 


pipes in the cars,” he said. | 


The old engine blasted 
through seven-foot drifts in 


Provo Canyon in a track- | 


clearing operation, Ashton 
said the hospital cars haven’t 
been refurbished yet, but rid- 
ers should use their imagina- 
ton as to what they'll look 
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